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for U.S. businesses, or declare that the U.S.
government does not care if U.S. tax laws
give a competitive advantage to foreign com-
panies doing business in the United States.

————

BASE-SPONSORED VIOLENCE
PREVENTION WEEK

HON. FELIX J. GRUCCI, JR.

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 8, 2001

Mr. GRUCCI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the work and dedication of literally thou-
sands of students, parents, teachers, school
districts and officials of government from New
York’s First Congressional District who come
together to promote and participate in the first
annual Violence Prevention Week, May 1-7,
2001.

BASE, or Building A Safe Environment, is a
grassroots community awareness  group
founded by Janine Giordano and Tracie
Jedlicka.

BASE reached across to 11 school districts
and communities to encourage children to be
better people, more caring and considerate to
one another, and active participants in making
their neighborhoods a better place.

As the former Town Supervisor of
Brookhaven, | worked with BASE on this
worthwhile and important initiative.

Young people and community groups
throughout the First District of New York and
Suffolk County expressed their support by dis-
playing lavender ribbons, creating banners
and signs marking Violence Prevention Week,
and held community meetings and student as-
semblies.

BASE’s goal could have only been achieved
through the hard work and support of many
volunteers, parents, students, schools and
government officials. These schools and
groups include:

Miller Place, Rocky Point, Shoreham-Wad-
ing River, Comsewogue, Sachem, Longwood,
Middle Country, Patchogue-Medord, Bellport,
Bayport-Bluepoint and Commack, the North
Shore Youth Council, Brookhaven Town and
Suffolk County.

Mr. Speaker, | want to add my voice and
that of the First Congressional District of New
York in congratulating the fine work of BASE
and all those who participated in making Vio-
lence Prevention Week in Suffolk County a
success.

———

ACHIEVING POLITICAL STABILITY
AND BALANCE IN HAITI

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 8, 2001

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, on the heels of a
successful OAS summit in Quebec, Canada,
Haiti President Jean Bertrand Aristide has re-
doubled his personal efforts to include all par-
ties in achieving political stability and balance
in Haiti. In an effort to achieve this objective,
on his return from the Summit, President

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

Aristide, publicly stated, “This is the hour of
dialogue, this is the hour of consultation, this
is the hour of consensus, this is the hour of
compromise. Our arms are open to receive all
our citizens in mutual respect to continue to
find those essential solutions for democratic
growth.”

Putting words into action, the President in-
vited all opposition groups, as well as mem-
bers of the private sector and civil society to
meet with him at the National Palace on May
2, 2001 to “promote transparency and expand
the dialogue toward a solution to the crisis re-
sulting from the 2000 election.”

Although 12 opposition groups accepted the
invitation to the meeting, one of the opposition
groups known as Convergence continues to
refuse to meet and talk with the President.
President Aristide invited Convergence rep-
resentatives to meet at the Presidential Palace
and work towards solutions in Haiti’'s remain-
ing political and election issues. Despite this
personal invitation and the President’'s dem-
onstrated intention and willingness to work
with all groups to establish the strongest pos-
sible democracy in Haiti, Convergence con-
tinues to refuse to participate.

President Aristide’s efforts in this regard are
consistent with his stated commitment to re-
solve this electoral situation as quickly as pos-
sible, and to get on with the governing of Haiti.
In addition, the President’s actions affirm his
commitment made to President Bush and oth-
ers to quickly resolve any remaining election
issues in a fair and open manner that recog-
nizes and protects the decisions already made
by Haiti’s voters.

————

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE JACK L.
ROMANO

HON. JIM DAVIS
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Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, today |
would like to pay tribute to Jack L. Romano,
a great leader in the Tampa Bay community,
who recently lost his valiant battle with cancer
at age 62.

Jack was known in Tampa for his selfless
and tireless efforts on behalf of countless local
charities and community organizations. Jack
Romano lived his life to the fullest, always
looking for ways to give back to his home.
Whether he was volunteering as president of
the Southwest Florida Blood Bank, or on the
board of the Gulf Ridge Council of Boy
Scouts, the Greater Tampa Chamber of Com-
merce, Ye Mystic Krewe of Gasparilla or the
Tampa Museum of Art, Jack gave 110 per-
cent. Jack didn’t know the meaning of “half-
way.” His talent and dedication touched vir-
tually every facet of our community and his
limitless good deeds will continue to inspire
others to follow his example.

Jack’s character was equally inspiring. His
kindness was always evident in his broad
smile and his welcoming handshake. He never
came upon a stranger, and he treated every-
one he encountered with respect and appre-
ciation. Jack Romano was truly a gentleman in
the finest sense of the word. In business, fam-
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ily and community, Jack was loved and re-
spected.

Today, | would like to thank Jack Romano
for dedicating his life to making Tampa and
Hillsborough County a better place to live and
work, and extend heartfelt sympathies on be-
half of our entire community to the Romano
family for their loss. Jack’s departure is very
much our loss too.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
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Tuesday, May 8, 2001

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker,
due to the cancellation of my flight to Wash-
ington from my Congressional District on May
1, | missed the following 2 rollcall votes:

Rollcall No. 90, on H. Con. Res. 91, “Rec-
ognizing the importance of increasing aware-
ness of the autism spectrum disorder, and
supporting programs for greater research and
improved treatment of autism,” which passed
the House 418-1. Had | been present, | would

have voted “yea.”

Rollcall No. 91 on H. Con. Res. 95, “Sup-
porting a National Charter Schools Week,”
which passed the House 404—-6 with 7 voting
present. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yea.”

———

IN RECOGNITION OF KRISTIN
DEVAUL

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 8, 2001

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, | come before
you today to honor Kristin DeVaul of
Mannington, West Virginia. Kristin has accom-
plished a most amazing feat, of perfect attend-
ance, through the first 13 years of her edu-
cation, from kindergarten all the way through
high school.

North Marion High School is lucky to have
such an outstanding student who is com-
mitted, to what she believes. Kristin, by at-
tending every day, through sickness, conflict,
and affliction, has shown that she truly be-
lieves in the importance of an education, and
recognizes at an age when not all others do,
the value of being educated. It is students like
Kristin that make the fight for better edu-
cational standards worthwhile.

Marion County, West Virginia is home to a
person with an amazing will to accomplish
what she sets her mind to, and she will un-
doubtedly succeed in life with the strong re-
solve that she possesses. | would like to ex-
tend my congratulations for a job well done,
and for an outstanding commitment to edu-
cation!
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